JAN-09-2006 HON 06:04 PM WORKMAN NYDEGGER FAX NO. 8013281707 P. 06 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 

AppfkAtiflANci. 10A)S7,J56 
Afiu(i«liutinl "ir cl.irctl Janunry % 3006 
Keply Co Office Autitvn nailed Jul> 8. 2(105 

AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

'□lis listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

■Listing of Claims: 

1. (Previously Presented) A biodegradable composition comprising: 

at least one soft synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass 
transition temperature* less than about -10° C. and comprising an aliphatic-aromatic 
copolymer; and 

at least one stiff synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass 
transition temperature greater than about 10° C, 

wherein the at least one stiff synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable 
polymer comprises at least one member selected from the group consisting of 
polylaelic acid, polyesteramidcs, polyethylene tcrcphthalates modified by 
replacing a portion of tcrephthalatc groups with aliphatic diacid ester groups, and 
lerpolymerw including units formed from each of glycolide, lactide and c- 
caprolaclone. 

wherein the biodegradable composition is suitable for formation into at least one 
of sheets or films, 

wherein (he biodegradable composition optionally includes, in addition to the at 
least one soft synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer and the at least one stiff 
synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer, a natural polymer portion consisting 
essentially of thermoplastic starch that is substantially free of high boiling liquid 
plasticizers. 

2. (Cancelled) 
3- (Cancelled) 

I 4. (Cancelled) 
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5. (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim I, 
wherein the stiff synth etic thermo plastic biodegradable polymer is included in an amount e£-Ht 
least greater than about 55% by combined weight of the soft and stiff synthetic thermoplastic 
biodegradable polymers. 

6. (Previously Presented) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim I, 
wherein the thermoplastic starch is included in an amount of less than about 10% by combined 
weight of the thermoplastic starch and the soft and stiff synthetic biodegradable polymers. 



7- (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1 ? 
wherein the stiff synth etic thermo plastic biodegradable polymer is included in a range of about 

70% to about 95% by combined weight of the soft and stiff synthetic thermoplastic 
biodegradable polymers. 

8. (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim' 1, 
wherein the stiff synthetic t hermo plastic biodegradable polymer has a glass transition, 
temperature greater than about 1 5 Q C. 

9. (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the SLiff synth etic th ermo plastic biodegradable polymer has a glass transition 
temperature greater than about 25° C. 

10. (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the stiff synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer has a glass transition 

, ; temperature greater than about 35° C. 

11. (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition ns defined in claim I, 
wherein the soft synth etic ther mop lastic biodegradable polymer has a glass transition 

' i 1 fompcnilLiie less than obout -oty 3 C, 
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12, (Currently Amended) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the soft synthetic Ihcr mppjastjc biodegradable polymer has a glass transition 
temperature less than about -30° C. 

13* (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1, further including 
at least one nonbiodegradable polymer. 

14. (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1, further including 
at least one of a particulate filler or a fibrous filler. 

15. (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 14, wherein the 
particulate filler comprises an inorganic filler. 

16. (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 15, wherein the 
inorganic filler is included in an amount greater than about 10% by weight of the biodegradable 
composition, 

17. (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 15, wherein the 
inorganic filler is included in an amount greater than about 20% by weight of the biodegradable 
composition. 

18. (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 15, wherein the 
inorganic filler is included in an amount greater than about 30% by weight of the biodegradable 
composition. 

10, (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 14, wherein the 
particulate filler comprises an organic filler. 
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20. (Previously Presented) A biodegradable composition comprising: 

at least one soft thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass transition 
temperature less than about -10 Q C; 

at least one stiff' synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass 
: ! transition temperature greater than about 1 0° C, 

wherein at least one of the soft thermoplastic biodegradable polymer or 
the stiff thermoplastic biodegradable polymer comprises thermoplastic starch that 
is substantially Tree of glycerin; and 

at least one solid particulate filler included in an amount of at least about 10% by 
weight of the biodegradable composition, 

wherein the biodegradable composition is suitable for formation into at least one 
of sheets or films by means of extrusion, film-blowing, or casting. 

21 . (Original) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 20, wherein the solid 
filler comprises at least one of an inorganic particulate filler or an organic particulate filler, 

22. (Previously Presented) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 21, 
wherein the inorganic particulate filler is included in an amount greater than about 20% by 
weight of the biodegradable composition. 

23 . (Previously Presented) A sheet or film formed from a biodegradable composition 
comprising: 

at least one stiff thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass transition 
temperature greater than about 10° C, the at least one stiff thermoplastic biodegradable 
polymer comprising thermoplastic starch having sufficiently high crystallinity so as to be 
a stiff thermoplastic polymer, the thermoplastic starch being substantially free of high 
boiling liquid plasticizcrs; and 
J; nL least one soft synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass 

transition temperature less than about -10° C, 

wherein Ihe biodegradable composition is formed into the sheet or film by 
extrusion, film-blowing, or casting. 
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24, (Previously Presented) A sheet or film as defined in claim 23, wherein the at least 
one soft synthetic thermoplastic biodegradable polymer comprises an aliphatic-aromatic 
copolyester. 



25. (Previously Presented) A sheet or film formed from a biodegradable composition 
comprising: 

at least one stifY thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass transition 
temperature greater than about 10° C„ the at least one stiff thermoplastic biodegradable 
polymer optionally comprising thermoplastic starch that is substantially free of glycerin; 
and 

at least onq soft thermoplastic biodegradable polymer having a glass transition 
temperature less than about 0° C, the at least one soft thermoplastic biodegradable 
polymer comprising an aliphatic-aromatic copolycstet, 

wherein the biodegradable composition is formed into the sheet or film by 
extrusion, film-blowing, or casting, 

26. (Previously Presented) A biodegradable composition as defined in claim 1, 
wherein the at least one soft biodegradable polymer further includes at least one of polybutylene 
succinate, polybutylene succinate udipate, or polyethylene succinate, and wherein the aliphatic- 
aromatic copolymer includes units formed from adipic acid, dialkyl tcrcphthalate, and at least 
one aliphatic diol. 



27. (Previously Presented) A sheet or film as defined in claim 25, the biodegradable 
composition comprising thermoplastic starch having sufficiently high crystallinity so as lo be a 
sti ft Ihcrmoplasl ie polymer. 



28. (Previously Presented) A sheet or film as defined in claim 25, the at least one 
stiff thermoplastic biodegradable polymer consisting essentially of one or more synthetic 
biodegradable polymers, the biodegradable composition comprising thermoplastic starch having 
sufficiently low crystallinity so as to be a .soft thermoplastic polymer. 
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